Raising your
Craffenheim
puppy

RAISING YOUR CRAFFENHEIM PUPPY:
The day has nally come and your 8 week old pup will be joining you in your home. This transition stage
can be very overwhelming for the pup and in some cases for the new owners. With some careful planning,
creative thinking and a good set of guide lines; the task at hand becomes much easier. As a breeder, it is
my wish that the pup I am handing over to you, brings you much love and happiness. You are not only
taking ownership of a pup, but also ownership of the pup’s history and all the wonderful bloodlines making
up that history. It is an exciting time for you, the owner and a period of change for the little pup you have
taken into your home, and heart.
Raising a Rottweiler, and bonding with these magnicent and loyal dogs is something truly special, and
once the foundation has been laid, you will be set for a lifetime of devotion and companionship of the likes
no other breed of dog can provide. It is my dearest wish that your new Craffenheim Rottweiler pup brings
you as much happiness and pleasure, as what mine have brought me over the years, and continue to bring
me – each and every minute of the day.
I have compiled a list of tips, suggestions and other important snippets of information I believe you might
nd valuable and helpful in raising your pup. I am always available to answer any questions you as an
owner might have regarding anything related to your new pup.
I wish both you and your new pup a wonderful journey, lled with excitement, love, loyalty and most of all
companionship.
Retha Crafford
1.

Once you have collected your pup, it is advisable to take the pup directly to your home (no visits at
various houses to show friends, family etc). Once the pup is in your home, take him/her outside for
‘potty’. From this early age, ‘celebrate’ and praise the dog once he/she does their ‘business’ on the
lawn. Do not overwhelm the pup with chaos on his/her rst day in your home. Allow the pup to sniff,
explore in peace (while keeping an eye on him/her). If you have children, explain to them that the pup
can’t be picked up every few minutes because the pup is ‘settling in’. Any introductions to other pets
should be supervised, and if the pup shows any signs of distress, remove the pup from the other pets
and try a re-introduction once the pup is more settled. Do not invite huge numbers of people over to
come and see the pup on the 1st day – this is the time the pup needs to be allowed to settle without
any excess chaos. The rst night is often a rather disruptive one.
Ensure that you have the pup’s sleeping spot ready, and it should not be outdoors – but somewhere
in your home, where he/she will feel secure. If you allow your pup to sleep on your bed, please be
careful of him/her falling off, or trying to jump off – large breed pups can damage their growth plates
very easily causing serious skeletal issues and orthopaedic problems. We believe in crate training,
as it is the most helpful training tool, and also provides a ‘safe’ sleeping place for your puppy. (We
do NOT advocate allowing young puppies sleeping on couches and beds due to the reasons given
above, but if you insist on this, PLEASE heed the warning above) The BEST sleeping spot is one that
does not involve any ‘height’.

2.

Potty Training: Rottweilers are easy to potty train. But remember that a pup’s bladder is still very
weak, and he/she needs to be taken outside every hour initially in order to let them urinate. They
will usually need to defecate shortly after eating as well. When your pup has an ‘accident’ inside,
do NOT scold or punish – as this means nothing to the pup – he/she won’t understand. Rubbing
the pup’s nose in the urine/faeces is an old fashioned and utterly useless exercise in potty training a
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pup. Make sure you take him/her outside hourly and celebrate and reward and praise when the dog
does ‘go’ on the lawn. Take the pup to the same spot every time. At night before settling down time
– take the pup outside and stay outside until he/she urinates. REMEMBER: a young pup will need to
be taken outside once or twice in the night when very young – as their bladders simply can’t cope.
For a “winter” pup, purchase a few meters of “fake lawn – plastic lawn” and place it in the garage or
somewhere easy to access for both you and your pup to stay dry if raining and freezing. This ‘fake’
grass is easy to wash down, and disinfect and you will be relieved you have it when pup needs to
potty at 2am and it is -4 outside.
3.

Your puppy’s immune system is still developing when you take him/her home. He/she will have had
2 rounds of vaccines BUT this is no guarantee that your pup is immune to any of the diseases and
MOST SPECIFICALLY: the dreaded parvo virus. Until your pup has had his/her FINAL injection in
the series, be very careful about where you allow your pup to travel and what dogs you allow him/
her to come into contact with. Parvo virus can survive on lawns and other places an infected dog
has defecated, for up to 6 months. Avoid all places where numerous dogs gather whilst your pup is
undergoing his vaccination schedule. If you want to socialize your puppy or take him/her to puppy
class, CARRY him/her over the large grassy areas, and chat to the Puppy Class trainer about their
parvo precautions. Vets ofces can also be problematic – so try and keep your pup ‘off the ground’ or
wait in the car until it is your turn to go in, thereby avoiding prolonged contact to possible contamination. Parvo Virus is SERIOUS, AND IT COMES ON FAST – and if your young pup vomits and has
bloody stool, get him/her to the vet ASAP. It is always important to watch your dog’s toilet and eating
habits, in this way you will pick up something is wrong a lot quicker.

4.

Do not pick the puppy up under the shoulders like a child – this is often done by people unwittingly.
Always support the pup’s rear. Very young children should not pick the puppy up as they might drop
and injure him/her. It is better to allow the child to sit down and handle the puppy in that way. Rottweilers are a large boned, fast growing breed whose joints and growth plates can be easily injured
through accident, improper handling and improper exercise. Try to not carry the puppy ALL the time,
however much you might want to.

5.

If you have young children, it is important to teach them to respect the pup’s ‘sleeping time’, ‘feeding time’ and ‘quiet time’. The pup must be allowed to rest and eat in peace. It is also a good idea
to make your children part of the ‘raising your pup’ process, by showing them, educating them and
including them. Rottweilers are wonderful with children, but like any breed of dog, they can become
overwhelmed with ‘too much chaos’ and incorrect handling from children. Make sure you focus on
this if there are children in your home. Your puppy socialisation trainer will also assist with tips and
advice in this respect.

6.

Puppies should be carried down stairs and helped out of cars and off the furniture until their growth
plates are closed. Growth plate injuries occur often. Leaping off of large rocks, beds, decks and furniture can also damage growth plates. Large breed puppies are prone to orthopaedic issues during
their growth phases – please be vigilant.

7.

Do not force your pup to exercise. Especially in Rottweilers less than 18 months of age. If they are
tiring they must stop to rest. Be very attentive when your pup is playing with an older, tter and bigger
dog, as the pup won’t stop playing even though he/she may be exhausted. Tired muscles (in humans
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and dogs) become weak and injuries are more likely to occur at that time. Swimming is a FABULOUS
form of exercise for growing Rottweilers because it imposes no impact and is not restricted except
that tiredness and water intake need to be monitored to prevent cramps and accidental drowning.
The puppy should not be asked to pull weights before 14 months of age. If you want your dog to
exercise in this manner (pulling of weights, carrying back packs) PLEASE consult a local breed
club for the correct advice about what weights to use, and what the maximums should be for dogs
at every age. Serious skeletal and muscle injury can take place if these exercises are not properly
calculated. As an adult, a Rottweiler should never carry more than 20% of his/her weight and that
only after training with a gradually increasing weight over many weeks.
8.

Do not let the puppy play on slippery surfaces or with adult dogs unsupervised (and then NEVER
with an adult dog that is MUCH bigger than the pup) as these can cause muscle, joint and growth
plate injuries. Try to not allow him to jump up for a treat or a toy; or jump off or over objects that are
more that are higher than the SHOULDER HEIGHT of the pup until beyond 1 year and then only on
good footing (non slip surfaces, or dry grass – remember that wet grass can be very slippery) and
with common sense. The rule of thumb: No jumping off ANYTHING higher than the height of the
pup’s shoulder.

9.

Allow your puppy to play off leash and exercise himself of his/her own free will. Make sure he/she is
on non-slip surfaces and in a safely enclosed area when playing off a leash.

10.

Keep your dog’s toenails short. Long nails can ruin his feet and can also cause joint and lameness
problems. Learn how to do them yourself if possible so that you may trim a little of each week. Walking the puppy on pavement or concrete sometimes help to keep the nails short. Remember to trim
the dewclaws as these can grow into the leg; they are often forgotten about, but if sharp can injure
the dog’s eyes when they rub their faces. Your vet will happily trim your pup’s nails on regular visits.

11.

Brush your Rottweiler daily or at least once a week, as this will help with the loose black hair you
might nd all over your home. Wipe the ears out with a cotton ball dampened with commercial ear
cleaner (can be purchased at vets) once a week. Be sure that your dog has safe chew toys to chew
on daily to help prevent the build up of tartar on the teeth.

12.

From the 2nd day your pup is at home (allow him to rest the 1st) start to teach your puppy to allow
all parts of his body to be examined and handled. ESPECIALLY teeth, mouth, feet and testicles by
both yourself and strangers. Rottweilers are well known for performing or simply not allowing these
examinations to be performed if not used to these parts being touched. Puppy Socialisation classes
will also address this.

13.

Try to practice obedience once or twice a day for 5-15 minutes each time (The pups attention span
is NOT long whilst so young). MAKE THE TRIANING FUN! Try to teach retrieving/fetch as this is
a great exercise game. Tug of War should only be played IF 2 rules are followed. #1 if teeth touch
ANY human skin the toy is picked up and the game ends. #2 the game begins and ends when the
HUMAN, NOT the dog says so.

14.

Feeding your large breed puppy the correct food in the correct amounts is ESSENTIAL during the
growth phase. DO NOT try to bulk your puppy up; it is in fact the opinion of Veterinary Specialist
Ortho surgeons that your growing large breed pup should be kept ‘thin’ whilst they are growing, as
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this benets skeletal growth. Do not free feed your puppy (leave food out all of the time), but regulate
meals – starting with smaller meals 3 to 4 times a day, then moving to 2 meals a day once the pup is
older. Make sure you follow feeding instructions in terms of calories for the entire day, and IF you give
the puppy dog treats or extras, INCLUDE these calories as part of your dog’s daily intake. The slower
your large breed puppy grows – the better. HOWEVER: your pup’s energy requirements are very
specic and he/she should NEVER be underfed. When deciding on what to feed your pup, please
take into account the calcium intake. Puppies are unable to absorb calcium until they are 8 months
old – so TOO much calcium can cause some serious skeletal issues. There are some premium dog
foods on the market, available in South Africa that has perfect calcium/phosphorous ratios for large
breed puppies. There is a reason your large breed puppy needs special food whilst growing. Doing
your research and educating yourself as to what foods might be best for your dog and why, is an
important move in the right direction. If you make good feeding decisions when your pup is young,
you are giving your pup the best chance at a long and healthy life. The rst ingredient listed in ANY
premium dog food will be human grade PROTEIN (Chicken etc). It is also suggested that you do
some research on ‘RAW’ feeding, which many now advocate as the best form of feeding. When
changing your pup’s food NEVER do it suddenly; it is a process. Start with mixing 2/3’s old food with
1/3 new food for a few days, then increase the new food to 2/3’s and the older food at 1/3 – continue
this for another few days – watch your dog’s bowel movements over the time to see how his/her
digestive system is coping with the change. Once bowel movements are solid, remove the old food,
and feed 100% the new food. Once more, be aware of your pup’s eating habits at all times.
It is also important to note that some pups are ‘really fast’ eaters (they suck their food in through
their noses almost) – if your pup has this tendency, it is advisable to purchase specialised feeding
bowls from a vet/pet shop that have “bumps and obstacles” in it – which forces the pup to eat slower.
These bowls are easily available in South Africa. **Please do not overfeed, and learn to read the
ingredients on ALL large breed commercial foods – the calcium/phosphorous ration must be within
safe standards.
15.

If you have a female pup, please remember that your female will go on ‘heat’ at approximately 7
months for the rst time. Please ensure that your female is safe from un-neutered males and is not
left outside at all, where stray dogs (or other dogs) can leap over the wall in order to mate with her. It
is also very unhealthy for a female younger than 22 months old to mate and have a litter of pups. It
will affect the female’s growth and the pregnancy will have possible complications. PLEASE ensure
that your female is kept safe whilst on heat.

16.

Rottweilers are dogs that need on-going training and socialisation throughout their lives. Enrol in a
Puppy Socialisation class in your area – please make sure that the trainer (or centre) can give you
guarantees about Parvo Virus safety measures. Formal obedience training in a ‘class’ with a qualied and certied trainer can begin at 6 months old (but you should be training your pup daily at home
as well) When you select a trainer or ‘class’ PLEASE ensure that the trainer has experience with
‘working breeds’ of dogs (Rottweilers, German Shepherds, Malinois’ etc). There are MANY choices
for training – but the safest way to ensure you nd a trainer/class that is Rottweiler knowledgeable
and Rottweiler friendly is by contacting a Rottweiler Club near you. Every major area in South Africa
HAS a Rottweiler club. Alternatively, you could contact KUSA, or the Rottweiler Working and Breeding Council for recommendations. THIS INITIAL AND ONGOING TRAINING IS ESSENTIAL for your
Rottweiler. There are also many different dog sports you can participate in with your dog when he/
she is grown. Tracking, IPO, Obedience, Carting etc are all activities your Rottweiler will enjoy and
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there are clubs all over South Africa offering training and classes – you don’t have to be competitive,
it’s mainly FUN.
17.

Be careful about what you leave lying around the home. Your pup’s natural instinct is to pick up and
chew. Often pups swallow items that can lead to blockage and serious surgery. Always be aware
what your pup is chewing and what he/she is doing – there are many items in the house and around
the garden that could cause harm. Also be very careful with cleaning products, human medicines and
other items that could be toxic to your pup.

18.

Remember that your new pup doesn’t speak or understand your language. He/she will learn by being
shown exactly ‘what it is you want him/her to do OR not do’. If you want your pup to stop jumping
up on people don’t stand and scream at him – he has no idea what you are performing about. BUT:
if you hold a tasty treat (a small bit of raw chicken neck for example – a very small bit) in your hand
and as your pup jumps up you use a word ‘down’ and then wave the chicken under his nose – he
will work out very quickly that by staying with ALL FOUR FEET ON THE FLOOR he get’s rewarded
with something VERY nice. When he has ALL four feet on the oor; praise him, and reward him with
the little bit of chicken neck. You have now ‘marked a positive behaviour’ instead of just standing
screaming at a negative one. Rottweilers (as I will repeat again) are SUPER intelligent, and bred for
work – they WANT TO PLEASE you, and they want to know (in their language) what it is you ‘want’
them to do. Marking GOOD behaviour and rewarding it, will soon have the little pup thinking, “Hang
on a bit.......if I stay with my feet on the oor I get something, if I jump up I don’t”
YES: it will take repetition and your little pup will fail sometimes, but it is here where persistence pays.
One day your little pup will come to you and give you a ‘good behaviour’ without you even having to
ask for it – this is when he suddenly ‘gets it’ (for the treat of course). The treats can be used less as
the pup gets older, and he can be rewarded for positive behaviours with other things – a favourite
toy, a huge cuddle, happy praise etc.
Many favour clicker training, and there is much information on the internet about this method. Discuss positive reinforcement training with your ‘puppy class trainer’.

19.

Your pup will start teething and this can be a difcult and painful time for him/her. Take a wet dishcloth
and FREEZE it until it is ice cold and almost frozen – allow your pup to chew on this – the cold will
bring relief to painful gums. Your pup might go off his/her food at this time as well, and bite a lot more.

20.

Your pup will be a land shark at times – and you need to teach ‘bite inhibition’ from the minute your
pup arrives at your home. Always have a toy with you at all times so that when your pup wants to bite
on your leg, foot, arm – you can IMMEDIATELY redirect the pup to the toy. If your pup is a ‘serious’
land shark, the following can work quite well. Every time your pup so much as puts his teeth on your
skin, make an ‘OWWWWWWWWWWWWWW’ sound (rather loudly) and then walk away. The pup
will eventually realise that teeth on skin means you ignore him/her (and NO pup wants that). This
is a process, and you will have to repeat the OWWWWWWWWWWWWW and walking away many
times until your pup ‘get’s it’. Do not ‘alpha roll or force the pup down into a submissive position’
when he/she does this – he/she will not understand that. Rottweilers are dogs that WANT TO WORK
FOR YOU, and they need to be taught using smart methods, not ‘abusive’ methods. It can help to
leave toys in various place around the home as well, so that you always have something nearby to
re-direct the pup to should he/she enter the ‘land shark’ mood. Pups also OFTEN perform and have
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what is called “zoomies” in the evening, usually before bed time. These zoomies can include the pup
running and biting like a lunatic. To settle the pup down, a KONG TOY lled with something frozen
(peanut butter, a little frozen plain Bulgarian yoghurt, or even dry dog food mixed with yoghurt) will
keep your pup busy trying to lick the frozen stuff out – calm him/her down, and get him/her ready for
bed. There is also a wide variety of ‘puppies puzzles’ and ‘treat dispensers’ easily available in South
Africa. These toys will keep your pup busy for quite a while as he/she works out HOW to get the food
out. Rottweiler pups love using their brains, and a mentally tired puppy, is a GOOD puppy.
21.

Your pup should not be going on long walks at all at this stage. The rule of thumb is: your pup should
be in the same physical condition (not exhausted, panting heavily) when he comes back from his
walk, as what he was when he went. Forced repetitive exercise can be very destructive to the pup’s
skeletal system, which is why allowing a pup to play ‘free’ and ‘off lead’ in a safe backyard, is still
the safest form of exercise at this stage. Allow him/her to ‘do his/her own thing without forcing any
extreme physical exertion.

22.

Monitor your pup at all time for any signs of illness, discomfort in the limbs, discharge from ears,
constipation, lack of appetite, white gums, discharge from eyes, struggling to urinate etc and always
seek veterinary advice when you are concerned or unsure of anything.

23.

Please make sure that your young pup is contained safely, and not left outside alone unless you
have top class security in your home and garden. There are cross border syndicates very active
throughout South Africa, and ‘agents’ are paid to trace and steal highly pedigreed young dogs. The
dogs targeted are Rottweilers, Pit Bulls, German Shepherds and Boerboels. These dogs are stolen
and smuggled over the border into countries like Angola, where they are used for ‘dog ghting’. Cape
Town has been severely hit with this horric criminal and cruel practice and many owners have been
left heartbroken. Rather be safe than sorry. Keep your pup safe. When you visit your vet, ask them to
test your dog’s microchip every now and again to ensure that it does in fact register on the scanner.

24.

Consider taking out a pet insurance policy for your new pup. This is a wonderful policy to have, as it
can give you veterinary care cover of up to R35 000-00 per annum. You may register your pup from
as young as 8 weeks old. Rottweilers are generally very healthy dogs – BUT, vet care is extremely
expensive, and it would be heart breaking to have to forego emergency surgery as you can’t afford it.
There are quite a few companies providing this service in South Africa. (See the medical addendum
to the Purchase agreement for a list of Pet insurers)

25.

MOST IMPORTANTLY: ENJOY YOUR PUP AND THE ADVENTURES YOU WILL HAVE AS THEY
GROW UP SO FAST.
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Please don't Forget your
Breeder
I knew from day one not every puppy could stay. Preparing
them for life took many hours each day. I love every minute
watching them develop and thrive. Helping them discover the
world fills me with pride. The weeks are numbered, never
enough time. I worry, even though i know the puppies will be
fine. I trust you with this puppy and hope you understand, I
handpicked you and expect you to follow the plan. Continue to
provide new experiences each day, Never
stop training and always include play. I will
never forget my puppies and will always be
here, Please provide them the best for the
rest of their years. No matter how long
ago your baby was here, not staying
in touch is my biggest fear.
BSB printers, Tel.: 015 297 2929, PLK - 25047rk

-Anon

